Brookeville's History on Display in Sandy Spring
	

	


The history of Brookeville is on display at the Sandy Spring Museum. Last December, the Brookeville Town Commission voted to turn over the town's non-governmental archives to the museum so the items could be properly catalogued and preserved.
"The commissioners felt that the public would be better served with the collection being joined with the larger Sandy Spring community-wide collection of historic assets and resources, where it could be properly catalogued and professionally preserved, while also easily available and accessible for research and public display," Commission President Richard Allan said. "This will not only help fill a gap in the Sandy Spring collection, but might also encourage more contributions of materials by long-time town residents."
Margaret Wintz, museum historian, said that exhibit items include early photographs, land records, marriage certificates and store invoices. "We have Dolly Madison's scarf and the town's official ballot box, which is a box that originally held five pounds of mustard," she said. "We have a fair amount of items on display."
The town's boasts of serving as capital of the United States on Aug. 24, 1814, when President James Madison fled the White House after the British invaded Washington, D.C., during the War of 1812. Madison and his staff stayed in Brookeville with farmer Caleb Bentley, who also served as the town's first postmaster, and for two days conducted the nation's business from the Brookeville home. The house is still used as a private residence.
Allan and Wintz credit Brookeville resident Sylvia Nash with completing much of the documentation of town properties, people and things many years ago."Sylvia did a lot of this work early on, and she really did a lot of work," Wintz said. "She is a historian here at the museum, and she is a great resource. "Wintz said that before being stored at the Brookeville Academy, much of the collection was stored under the bed of former Brookeville resident Mary Gardner.
The commission decided to donate the collection when it realized the town did not have the space or the resources to properly maintain the collection. "We had great expectations in the [19]80s and [19]90s," Allan said. "We built a special room in the [Brookeville] Academy and had people willing to volunteer, but it just never happened. On the other hand, the Sandy Spring Museum will soon be constructing a new research library." Allan said he is thrilled that the museum already has cataloged the collection and established an exhibit. "Making the move makes sense in every respect," he said. "It will really benefit the collection we have." Museum Director Carol Perline agreed. "This is a perfect example of the museum's mission -- sharing this collection with our community," she said. 
Reprinted from the Olney Gazette, June 22, 2005 , by Terri Hogan
Staff Writer 
